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8 1 MAY 1960

Mr, Norman Thomas

STAT

Dear Normah,

In anewer to your letter of April 20, 1960, I &am hi 5Dy
te send you the folléewlng avéiladble informatlon corcorn’ =3
the status of the Xalmyk peoples in the Kalmyk Autonomor:s
Republic and other perts of the USSR.

When the t{lﬂﬁk Autoneméus Republic with 1ts
105,000 populetion (official 1939 cenans) was
1iquidated in late 1943, the XKalmyks wers rot
resettled en mesre in any one locallty of %the
USSR, however, the majoblty were apparently d@s-
persed in parts of Siberia, especlally in
Krasnodsrskly kra{, In the following yesrs,
1ittle was heard in the Soviet Unien about th.
Kalmyk peoples. It was later reported that they
hed been schttered among the Soviet peasents on
the various kolkhozes in the reglon. Elsborste
steps had been taken te Russlanlize them; they
wers not permitted to hMave Kalmyk schools; tein-
ples, priests end religious practices were
£ﬁ§§§¢&sn and they wers not permitted to trav:!
st 211. All were required to attend Soviet
sehogla but they wors riot permitted to go Heysd
the Ten-Year 31001, WNo Kalmyks, with certmli-

sxceptions, wars nermitted to serve 1n the Soviet
| "and thors wers no Xalmyk school teachar:.
By 1953, hewevar, a visgitor reportedly met a
Xalmyk schdol toeacher dnd a Kalmyk army officer
inX gsfnaywsm—.:y Xray.

fhe forma] rqlnstatement of the Kelmyks 23 a

nati &eg’czé bdgan with the reconstituting of
the ; myk autdnodous dblast! by a decree of the
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Presidium af the Suprems Soviet on Jenuary 4,
1957, altheugh individual Kalmyks had begu: & 7
returm to the hameland earlier. On July 2o, 1,38,
the srsa was once aln reatored to the status of
an autononous repugfia. The capital city was once
more named ILISTA, after fifteen years as . TE. NOY.

It is difficult to arrive at an estimate or
the number of Kplmylis who survived the deporta-
tion, since orficial 3oviet census flgures irsii-
cate numbers of nationsl groups residing in t .
rifteen constituent republics, without spaclin.
breakdown into regionas. 3ince both the newly
reformed Kalmyk Autonompus Republic snd the
Krasnoyarskly kray are mdministratively suberu:-
nate to the Rusgien Federated Republie, the
figure of 101,000 kKalmyks as of January 14, 1iu7%,
offers no clue tc thelr real whereabouts. Th:
scettored Xaluyk iribes which have lived for
canturies In Certral Asia, and which were not
molested after Yorld Var II, probably acgount ror
the remsining ©,000 Xalayks included in the
annourced USSR total of 106,000. Recent visitors
te the X K Aytonamous Republlc have ohservea
Kalmyk and Russien pesssnts living side by sice
in extreme poverty and lzolation} in a dettlasent
Just south ¢ Oger¢ (Lake) Arshan'~Zel'men', soth
Ealmyks end Russians living in hovels dug eut of
ths ground, with roofs of straw were raported,

K e —l STA
itald &
vialler that hls 7amily nad been deported "acress
the Casplan®, and had returned. iie admitted that
the Kelmyks in hla reglen were still not pernitted
to have thelr owa Buddhist prlests.

The latest orficlal population figure for the |
Kalmyk republlc (1956) shews 179,500, In addition
te the capltal cliy, ZLISTA, thers are two sebile- |
ments of clty typs. The republic is divided iaito
ten rayons.

In regard to yowr request for information an Hovies
civil defense, I would like to refepr you to the reliowin.

hr ] i
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twoe studies which are avallable through the Library of

These two documents, partlicularly the ficst

Ganfreaaz
llsted, are excellently prepared studiss on Soviet :ivil

deflensze,

Civil Defunsc in Western Burope and
the Soviet Union

Union Celendar 108

818t Congress, Fivet Session

House of Representatives No, 300

GPO  June 1u4y Item #7387

Selected Soviet Military Translations
U.8. Joint Fublicatlons Research

Service #875«D
GPO catelogue October 1959, entry #148113.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

Allen W, Dulles
Director

ce: DDCI

Signature Recommended:

STAT 2 5 MAY 196C
sputy Director (Plans
(2l May 1960)
Distributiony
Orlginal & 1 - Addressee
A - DCI [-ER
1- DD;I
- 2 - DD/P
STAT / 1 - DDP/COP |
)T 1 - CR— ey heee
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2l May 1960

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Central Intelllgence

VIA Deputy Director (Plans)

»b

SUBJECT : Request for Information by Norman Thomar

1. The attached letter was prepared at the Director's
request and 1t is belng submltted for his slgnature.

2. The information supplied on the Kalmyk Autonomonus
Republic 1s rather sketchy, but I belleve 1t wlll be of
value to Mr. Thomas. The Soviet Clvil Defense pamphlets to
which he is referred ars detalled studlies and are consldored
good baslc documents on thls subject. 25X1

~~ Johief, SR Division
Attachment: As stated
ce: DDOI
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